
Park Commission Meeting Minutes 
4th Quarter FY 2017-18  

Truman Memorial Building – Presidential Hall A 
September 20, 2018 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
The 4th Quarter meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 20, 2018 by 

Commission Chair John Eppert, with Commission members present as follows: Jolie Austin, Elmer Falls, 

Zach Gall, Cliff McCormick, Gail Price, and advisory member Roger Hershey.  Commission Members Dan 

Pierce and advisory member Judge Jack Gant were absent.  Eric Urfer, Director; Morris Heide, Acting 

Assistant Director; and Tamara Bennetzen, Staff Assistant were present representing 

Parks/Recreation/Tourism Department staff. 

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes 
Minutes of the previous meeting held on April 5, 2018 were approved as written. 

Director’s Report 
 Council Presentation (October 8 at 6 p.m.) – Commission Chair John Eppert will deliver the Park 

Commission’s semi-annual report to City Council on Monday, October 8.   

 4th Quarter Budget Position – Eric reviewed each cost center individually; General Fund closed at 

92% expended while PRST Fund closed at 95% expended.  Overall, Parks and Recreation Division 

budgets closed at 94% of budget expended. 

 Wellness Division – Eric explained the consolidation of the Wellness Division into the Recreation 

Division, in the Parks/Recreation/Tourism Department. 

 Staffing – Eric went through the current Table of Organization for the Parks/Recreation/Tourism 

Department explaining the various divisions and positions within them. 

 Market – Eric explained the Parks/Recreation/Tourism Department’s operations of the new 

Independence Uptown Market. 

 Arena – Eric reviewed the CID and Capital Projects that are currently underway or starting soon 

at the Silverstein Eye Centers Arena. 

 Projects – Eric reviewed current projects in Park Maintenance including:  

o Santa Fe – 6 upper tennis courts are being resurfaced. 

o Blackburn – existing tennis courts are being converted to pickleball courts. 

o George Owens – constructing an overflow structure on the lake, a new shelter, ADA 

parking, and trail overlay. 

o Cityworks – Morris explained the City’s latest directives for use of the Cityworks system 

by City staff; he further explained that there will soon be an app available for citizens to 

take pictures and report issues and these reports will automatically upload into 

Cityworks. 

o Pioneer Spring Cabin – Eric explained that various options are being evaluated. 

o Truman Depot – renovations should be taking off soon as grant funding looks to be 

getting close; staff is looking at having bike sharing available there as well. 



o Sermon Center – new sidewalk and handrail will be constructed on west side after WPC 

replaces storm water pipe underneath. 

o NFTM – elevator is in and project is almost done, then staff can look into the next phase, 

which is relocating the library and offices upstairs. 

 Upcoming Events –  Tamara distributed a list of upcoming recreation events through end of 

December. 

o Enchanted Forest – John Eppert explained that the first night of Enchanted Forest will be 

exclusively for those with special needs; he asked that if anyone knows of any groups 

that would like to participate that they reach out to him. 

Old Business 
 Park Evaluations – John asked that everyone turn in their fall Park Evaluations which are due in 

October. 

 Disc Golf (moved up before Director’s Report) – Jordan Hinck delivered a presentation to the 

Park Commission about Disc Golf.  He attended a Park Commission meeting in 2013 where he 

gave a similar presentation.  Jordan stated that KC is a disc golf Mecca – with about 30 courses 

around the KC area, including a private course at Drumm Farm, and a course in Liberty recently 

hosted the World Disc Golf Championship for Masters Division.  He stated he would like to get 

an update on where DNR is at on the monitoring of Van Hook.  Eric explained that DNR has not 

given us a timeline, but at some point they should give us some sort of a Consent Decree that 

tells us what we have to do to remediate the site.  John asked if there’s anything we can do to 

break DNR loose; Eric explained that it’s under Public Works’ control and the costs to remediate 

could be in the millions.  Roger said we’ll have to see if we can afford to maintain any more 

trails.  Eric said Van Hook is the right place for a disc golf course and he will get the limits from 

Public Works to know what areas we can possibly do this, then look at maintenance costs, and 

other amenities that are needed.  When asked what is the demand in our area for disc golf, 

Jordan stated he believes it will be used on a regular basis.  Roger asked if there is any way to 

get national statistics?  Jordan stated yes, he would get that information for the Commission.  

Eric will get the limits of the area of non-disturbance and send to Jordan to realistically look 

where bridges would have to be and Eric will have Park Maintenance staff determine what kind 

of maintenance will be needed.  Morris will get the limits description from Public Works.  Eric 

stated that this was not part of the Master Plan, so we’ll have to figure out where funding would 

come from.   

New Business 
 Meeting Schedule – The Commission agreed to the following meeting schedule for Fiscal Year 

2018-19: 

o 1st Quarter Meeting – Thursday, November 1, 2018 

o 2nd Quarter Meeting – Thursday, February 7, 2019 

o Budget Meeting – March 7, 2019 (tentative – only if budget information is available) 

o 3rd Quarter Meeting – Thursday, May 2, 2019 

o 4th Quarter Meeting – Thursday, August 1, 2019 

Adjournment 
With no other business appearing before the Park Commission, this meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 



 


